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The Cha:rlot"e Centenial,

We read, with pleasure, the re-
marks from various journals in re-
ference to a Centenial celebration
to be held at Charlotte. The
movement meets with our warmest
approval.—It is a epirit of State
pride that should be encouraged.
We may say that North Carolina
was the cradle of liberty; it was
within her borders that the spirit of
independence first took a root that
was soon destined to grow to a
large tree, that nobly withstood the
winds of English oppression. With-
in the Hornet~nest precinet was
found as brave a set of pioneers ss
yet ever lead any movement. The
brave sons of Mecklenburg were
forward in the fray, and their des
claration of mdvpemlcncc from the
British yoke, dates far anterior to
the one of memorable note that
took root in Philadelphia, North
Carolina, with such an arry of sons
as Hon. Wm. A Graham, Zeb
Vance and others of like noteriety
would be able to have a Centenial
celebration that would prove a credit
to the State. Why not in connee~

tion with the  celerabtion let us
have an exposition and industrial
exhibition to show what a degree

of rank acd influence our proud
State has reached, in the various
branches of Art? Farming indus~
try, Mercantile pursuits &c., that
the world may see the mamouth
height in the ses le of human affairs
we have ascended, as compared with
the small colony of brave freeman
that had the boldness to face, the
British Lion in his Strong hold.
We add our voice to it, lec it be
started on a sure footing, and on a
scale of magnitude, to do honor to
our feeling.—Mount Airy Watehs
man.
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Hard Times in 1818-'20,

People who complain so much of
the existing ‘hard times,” would do
well to read the following from
Benton’s ‘Thirty Years Recollec~
tions.” He says:

‘The years 1819 and 1820 were a
period of gloom and agony. No

MODS no;!htl' —c.'lll nor
b =

cilvors no

payer convertible into specie; no

measure or standard of value left
remaining. The local banks, all
but those of New Eungland, after o

bricf resumption ofspe"le paymenta,

again sunk into a state of suspen-
sion. The bank of the United
States, created as a remedy for all.
these evils, now at thc head of the
evil, was prostrate and helpless,
with no power left but of suing its
debtors and selling their property,
and purchasing for itself at it own
nominal price. No price for pro~
duce; no sales but those of the
sheriff and marshal; no purchasers
at the execution sales, but the
creditor, or some hoarder of money;
no employment for industry; no
demand for labor; no sale for the
product of the farm; no sound of
Lammer, but that of the auctioneer,
knocking down property. Stop laws,
property laws, replevin laws, stay
laws, loan office laws, the intervens
tion of the Legislature between
creditor and debtor—this was the
business of legislation in three-
forths of the States of the Union—
of all South and West of New Eng-
lond. No medium of exchange but
depreciated paper; no change, even,
but little bits of fould paper, marks
ed so many cents, and signed by
some tradesman, hnlber, or inn
keeper; exchanges deranged to the
extent of fifty or one hundred per
cent. Distress the universay cry
of the people; relief the universal
demand, thundered at the door of
all Legislatures, State and Federel.’
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Our Gﬂvemment Its Eza.ct Condi-
tion.

We have seen nowhere such an
exact and comprehensive statement
of the present condition of the Gov-
croment under which we live as
the following from the New York
Financier. Behold it, citizens !

“The President does as he pleas-
es in Louiziana, and notifies Cons
gress that he shall continue to do
so unless the matter is taken out of
his hands ; Congress ignores it, and
he goes from one seizare of power
to another, public placidly looking
on and not realizing that the strues
ture of government is undergoing a
reactionary trial but quite as seri-
ous as that sustaived during the
war. The Government of tosday is
not that founded by the Constitu~
tion. It is not monarchial; it is
not aristocratic}; it is not really rep-~
resentative ; 1t i8 an anomaly;
fierce, although bloodless experi-
ment. The form remains, but the
thing has changed. What now ex-
ists is a representative government
trying to use the powers of a con~
stitutional monarchy, clinging to
the assumptions made in the war
under the plea of necessity, and
waging a conflict between the fed-
eral power and the power of the
States, while the people are yet un-
der the soothing influence of the
notion that the govermental form is
so simple and perfec. that it will
continue to run on itself without
serious jars, as it did for seventy
years.”




